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Synergy allows workers’ compensation lawyers 
to focus on what they do best by handling the 
difficult issues at settlement such as lien resolution, 
Medicare Secondary Payer Compliance, public 
benefit preservation, settlement planning and tax 
deferral of contingent legal fees. For a workers’ 
compensation practitioner having one source that 
can help from start to finish when resolving cases for 
claimants is critical.

Synergy’s Start to finish Workers’ Compensation 
Settlement Services include:

 Lien Resolution

 Medicare Conditional Payment Audit/Verification

 Medical Cost Projections including non-Medicare 
covered expenses and the “donut hole”

 Medicare set-aside Allocations, 
Funding & Administration

 Mediation attendance

 Settlement Planning & Consulting Services:

 Dual Eligible Planning

 Needs Based Public Benefit Preservation Advisement

 Structured Settlements

 Trust Services Advisement 

While it is typical for the employer/carrier to control 
the settlement process for workers’ compensation 
cases, it doesn’t have to be that way, nor should it.  
Are you relying upon the carrier’s projections for your 
client’s future medical expenses? Do you know if the 
set-aside includes everything it should? Do you know 
the value of the non-Medicare covered expenses?  
Donut hole? Are structured settlements being used 
to fund a set aside calculated by the carrier? If so, did 
your client get the best possible deal?  Did they get 
secured creditor status? Did they get a guaranteed 
MSA annuity?

You want to make sure to quantify the following 
elements of future damages that aren’t included 
in the MSA: attendant/custodial care; dental 
care; medications not covered by Medicare; eye 
examinations; dentures; cosmetic procedures; 
acupuncture; hearing aids; routine foot care, 

transportation and home modifications. If you 
don’t have all of this information, it is impossible to 
negotiate from the ultimate position of strength.  

Let Synergy help you maximize the value of the 
claimant’s case by having complete information 
while at the same time taking the worry out of the 
settlement planning process. For a minimal fee, we 
can analyze the following:

 Is the employer/carrier’s Medicare set-aside 
allocation report accurate?  

 What is the value of future non-Medicare 
covered expenses?

 What is the amount of the donut hole that your 
client might incur? 

 How should the set-aside be funded?  

 Should the set-aside be professionally 
administered? If so, how?

Our comprehensive report can arm you with the 
necessary information to negotiate the best possible 
resolution of the case.  Armed with this report and a 
structured settlement funding analysis from Synergy, 
you can confront the other side head on.

Why Do You Need Synergy to Help 
with Settlement Planning, Structured 
Settlements, Set Aside Options and Trusts?

The intersection of settlement planning, settlement 
taxation, public benefit preservation and liens 
complicates settlements today. These matters are a 
fertile area for malpractice claims against workers 
compensation attorneys. Without an expert’s 
guidance, keeping up to date on the changing facets 
of the law and ethical responsibilities in these areas is 
difficult at best. 

The use of structured settlements and trusts as a 
way to fund future needs for workers’ compensation 
claimants has become common place in today’s 
settlement landscape. Frequently, these solutions 
are proposed by the carrier as a way to settle the 
case. While this is not necessarily a bad thing, 
the techniques utilized by the defense in offering 
these solutions may be to the detriment of your 
client. The settlement transaction can be complicated 
and can involve a host of legal issues that could 
present professional negligence traps for personal 
injury attorneys if they do not have their own expert 
to advise them. 

You should never blindly rely on a structured 
settlement offered by the carrier since their proposal 



may not be in the best interests of your client. 
Carriers often try to place the annuity with their own 
life company or offer companies that are only on 
their approved lists, which may eliminate superior 
options.  Synergy delivers the best plan using the 
most competitive life companies with the highest 
rates of return. Frequently the carrier will tell you 
that you have to use their structure consultant which 
simply isn’t true.  You have the right to use Synergy’s 
services.  Most workers’ compensation settlements 
involving structured settlements are “co-brokered” 
with consultants representing both of the parties. All 
of our settlement planning/consulting services are 
offered free of charge. This includes attending the 
mediation, meeting with the claimant and providing 
settlement planning options including structured 
settlements, MSA funding vehicles and trusts. 

Having an independent settlement planner involved 
in your case is vitally important. You need an expert 
that can be held accountable and legally liable to you. 
The carrier typically will use their own specialist so 
why wouldn’t you? The best part is there are no fees 
for our settlement planning services. If you want to 
use our services, we can provide suggested language 
to put into your demand package and the mediation 
agreement to insure your client is protected by 
our involvement.

Synergy offers some unique services that will be an 
invaluable solution for many difficult issues in your 
practice. What makes us different? Below are just 
a few things that you will not find anywhere else.

About the SWCSS Team:

Synergy’s Workers’ Compensation Settlement 
Services team is headed up by Jason Lazarus who is 
a former workers’ compensation attorney and Josh 
Pettingill who frequently testifies as an economist 
on workers’ compensation matters. Both Jason and 
Josh are Medicare Set Aside Consultants Certified 
by the International Healthcare Commission, have 
served as MSP compliance expert witnesses and 
have authored numerous articles on Medicare Set 
Asides.  Collectively, they have handled over 10,000 
workers’ compensation cases and have taught over 
500 hours of CLE education on settlement planning, 
Medicare set asides, public benefits protection and 
other complex issues impacting the value of workers’ 
compensation matters. The support team for the 
Workers’ Compensation Settlement Services division 
includes nurse allocators, Medicare compliance 
specialists and case managers. 

Synergy offers some unique services that will be an 
invaluable solution for many difficult issues in your 
practice. What makes us different? Below are just a 
few things that you will not find anywhere else.

SYNERGY’S UNIQUE SERVICES

MEDICARE REFUND – Did you know Medicare issues refunds?   

Synergy can get a refund for conditional payments paid pursuant 

to a final demand using our proprietary compromise/waiver 

process with Medicare. If successful, Medicare will issue a refund 

to the personal injury victim for part or all of the amount paid to 

satisfy the conditional payment.  

SETTLEMENT ASSET MANAGEMENT TRUST (SAM-T) – unique 

and proprietary trust that combines a high yield fixed income 

portfolio with a cash reserve.  The fixed income portfolio allows 

the trust to make future periodic payments while the cash reserve 

provides liquidity and flexibility for the injury victim.

TOTAL MEDICARE COMPLIANCE SERVICE - In the wake of recent 

developments regarding enforcement of the Medicare Secondary 

Payer Act (MSP), now more than ever you need an expert 

partner to navigate the minefield of compliance. Synergy’s Total 

Medicare Compliance Services identifies conditional payments, 

helps resolve Medicare Advantage (Part C) plan liens, deal with 

Medicare release language and addresses the Medicare Set Aside 

issue for futures. In addition, we can help with ICD code issues 

related to reporting and validation.  

MEDICAL BILL CLINIC – Have you ever tried to determine what 

reasonable charges should be for a client’s hospital bill?  Synergy 

is dedicated to assisting personal injury attorneys and firms by 

interpreting clients’ coded medical bills and assisting in defending 

your clients’ legal rights regarding their medical liens and debts. 

Using Synergy to negotiate your hospital bills or liens results in 

deeper discounts because of our provider relationships, reputation 

and experience negotiating these issues nationwide.

PUBLIC BENEFIT PRESERVATION ANALYSIS – Synergy offers an 

eligibility confirmation program to identify asset sensitive benefits 

on behalf of injury victims and educate and consult accordingly. 

Synergy can quantify the value of the government assistance 

program benefits over life expectancy as well as offer affordable 

solutions to protect government assistance.

POOLED MEDICARE SET ASIDE TRUST (MSAT) – An industry 

ground breaking trust solution for cost effective Medicare Set 

Aside administration.   Structured Settlement Optimization – 

Structured settlements are the cornerstone of any sound financial 

settlement plan. Synergy optimizes structured settlements by 

taking advantage of market arbitrages and combining multiple 

solutions to ensure the best payouts for its injury victim clients.  

STRUCTURE PROTECTION TRUSTS – Synergy has pioneered a 

way to protect structured settlements from being sold on the 

secondary market.  By using a pooled settlement trust, payments 

from a structured settlement can be irrevocably paid into the 

trust preventing the structure from being sold. This is a complete 

safeguard of the structured settlement annuity.  
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